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Board Chair Holley Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present:  Holley Carlson, Pam Daly, Anne 

Burkart, Jennifer James-Wilson, and Nathanael O’Hara.  Also present were Superintendent Engle, staff, and 

community members. 

 

Pam Daly led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Anne Burkart moved to approve the agenda.  Nathanael O’Hara seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

Shining Star Awards:  Postponed until the next board meeting because the recipient was unable to attend tonight. 

 

Public Comments 

 Bob Gray spoke about the condition of the park adjacent to the location of Frontier House (884 Park Avenue), 

where some special education students from the District are served. 

 Lisa Crosby spoke in support of music programs in the District, other extra-curricular activities available to 

students, and a strong music program at the middle school level. 

 Bruce Cowan asked that the Board direct District administration to take no further action that would further 

diminish the remaining music programs in the District, and work to ensure those music opportunities for 

students will not be affected by any new programs being considered. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

It was noted that the agenda should be corrected, replacing March 24, 2014 with February 24, 2014 for the 

minutes of the regular and special meetings on that date.  

The following minutes were brought for approval: 

 February 24, 2014, Special Board Meeting.  Ms. Burkart moved to approve the minutes.  Ms. James-Wilson 

seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 February 24, 2014, Regular Board Meeting:  Ms. James-Wilson moved to approve the minutes.  Ms. Burkart 

seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 March 10, 2014, Work/Study Meeting:  Ms. Daly moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Ms. Burkart 

seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

Ms. James-Wilson pointed out the minutes of the March 10 meeting should be signed by Ms. Daly, as Ms. 

Carlson was absent at that meeting.  Ms. James-Wilson moved to correct the agenda as indicated and to approve 

the minutes of March 10, 2014 as corrected.  Ms. Burkart seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Ms. Burkart moved to approve the consent agenda.  Mr. O’Hara seconded and the motion carried 5-0.  Included 

on the consent agenda were the following items:  1) Accounts Payable for March 24, 2014; 2) Payroll for 

February, 2014; 3) Recommend the following actions: 

 

Hire:    Betsy Snyder-Johnson for the 1.0 Special Education Teacher, Blue Heron  

     School, 2013-14 school year only 

    Celia Brooks for the 6 hr./day Special Education temporary position at Grant  

     Street Elementary, effective the 2013-14 school year only 

    Cameron Jones for the position of Blue Heron Head Track Coach, effective the  

     2013-14 school year 

Leave:    Approve request for leave for Scott Lundh, Grant Street Elementary teacher, for  

     the 2014-15 school year 

Retirement/Resignation:  Accept resignation of Sarah Walker, Grant Street Elementary teacher, effective  

     the end of the 2013-14 school year 
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    Accept resignation of Tom Parcher as Blue Heron Boys’ Basketball Head Coach, 

     effective the end of the 2013-14 school year 

    Accept resignation of Tracy Ralls, Port Townsend High School Assistant Boys’  

     Baseball Coach, effective March 17, 2014 

 

Donation:   Cash donation of $1,000 from Brian Goldstein, for the Students for Sustainability 

     Washington, D.C. trip 

    Cash donation of $500 from Port Townsend Paper Corporation for the Students  

     for Sustainability Washington, D.C. trip 

 

Board Correspondence:  Email from P. Braden regarding the Port Townsend High School Robotics Team’s  

    results at a competition held March 15 and 16, 2014 

Reports 

ASB Report 

No ASB representative was present.  Since the current representatives are involved in sports and are often absent 

due to away games, the Board asked Principal Ehrhardt if she could assign additional students to fill in when 

necessary. 

 

Curriculum Adoption 

Principal Ehrhardt explained that the current Spanish textbooks are more than 20 years old, in poor condition, and 

contain out-of-date information.  Cara Kasperson, High School Spanish teacher, was able to work with the 

textbook company to procure the new books for about $10,000, which was greatly reduced from the original 

price.  Tom Gambill, High School Spanish teacher, said the old books were so out of date that student workbooks 

were no longer available.  The new texts also come with online interactive tools.  Ms. Kasperson explained that 

the new curriculum emphasizes the culture of Spanish-speaking countries, which makes it easier for the students 

to learn the language.  Mr. O’Hara asked how many students are enrolled in Spanish classes.  Principal Ehrhardt 

said about 70 students take Spanish 1, with 44 in Spanish 2, and 12-15 in Spanish 3.  Discussion followed. 

 

Superintendent 

Annual Report of Walking Students per Policy 6600 

Superintendent Engle presented the annual report of students who live within the one-mile radius but are still 

transported to school. Ms. James-Wilson asked for the number of students transported from the stops indicated.  

Dr. Engle said the Transportation Director is collecting that number, and he will report back when it is available. 

 

Maritime Discovery Schools  

Dr. Engle reported fifteen people applied for the Maritime Discovery School Project Manager.  He is assembling 

an interview committee, and interviews of the top five candidates should be held the week of April 7. 

 

Superintendent Engle also discussed: 

 He is part of a YMCA feasibility study which includes the District, the City, the County, and Jefferson 

Healthcare exploring a possible site for a Jefferson County YMCA. Mt. View is one of the sites being 

considered. 

 East Jefferson Educational Partnership meeting Tuesday, March 25 at Chimacum High School, 6:00 p.m.  

Olympic ESD (Educational Service District) Superintendent Greg Lynch will be speaking. 

 District awarded an iGrant through OSPI (Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction) for 30 bicycles with 

a trailer for use at Blue Heron School. 

 

 

Business Manager 
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Sara Bonneville presented enrollment numbers, a financial summary, and a budget status report for February, 

2014.  Ms. James-Wilson asked how much was spent on technology purchases in the last eighteen months.  Ms. 

Bonneville said that figure is approximately $200,000. She indicated a budget extension will need to be filed with 

the State sometime before June 1, 2014 because of an increase in administrative fees from the County which was 

not budgeted for in the Debt Service Fund.  Ms. Bonneville discussed the financial indicators given to districts by 

the State Auditor’s Office, which are based on three factors: 1) fund balance to revenue ratio; 2) expenditure to 

revenue ratio; 3) days cash on hand.  Port Townsend received a score of 2.1 out of 5 for 2012-13, but is not in 

financial warning. 

Dr. Engle asked Brad Taylor, Director of Support Services, if there has been any interest in the RFP (Request for 

Proposals) for the Lincoln Building.  Mr. Taylor said there have been no inquiries.  The deadline for submittal of 

RFP’s is May 1, 2014.  This date will be posted with the announcement on the school website. 

 

New Business 

Draft Library MOA (Memorandum of Agreement) 

 Dr. Engle explained that through a Paul Allen Family grant, the collaboration with the local library system 

continues, and this MOA expresses the District’s commitment to that collaboration.  Ms. James-Wilson suggested 

adding some language about tying this collaboration to instruction, to assist teachers.  Discussion followed. 

Superintendent Engle said any necessary changes will be made to the MOA and it will be on the agenda for 

approval at the April 15, 2014 board meeting. 

 

Board Member Announcements/Suggestions for Future Meetings 

Ms. Daly and Mr. O’Hara will not be at the April 15, 2014 work/study meeting. 

Ms. Burkart reported on the WSSDA regional meeting in Quilcene she and Ms. James-Wilson attended on March 

15, 2014.  The President and Vice-President of WSSDA spoke and gave a short overview of outcomes from the 

recent legislative session, including no cost of living raises for educational employees and an increase of funding 

of approximately $58 per student for materials, supplies and operating costs (MSOC) to districts.  The 

requirement of 1080 instructional hours per year was postponed for a year.  Discussion followed.  The possibility 

of federal forest funds being returned in phases to districts was discussed.  Dr. Engle said he will be reporting on 

the implications to the District of Bill 6552 in the future. He also said that Senator Murray will be visiting the 

District in August. 

 

Next Meeting:  Work/Study Meeting, April 15, 2014, 1610 Blaine St., Room S-11, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_________________________________   ATTEST:____________________________ 

David Engle, Secretary        Holley Carlson, Board Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 


